
 

 
NAS Releases
Recommendations
on SEMS

The National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine
released a statement calling for COS to be totally independent
from industry. 

 Key recommendations include:

Make COS independent from industry/API.
Calling for additional guidance for establishing a safety culture.
Sharing near miss incidents.  (Note: BSEE and the SPE have formed a
group to look at this.)
Assessments of safety cultures using multiple methods.

Below are some highlights from the press release.  Please let me know if you
have any questions about the press release or if Gulf Tech can assist with your
SEMS audits by sending an e-mail to.
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE PRESS RELEASE
  
WASHINGTON - To transform the offshore oil and gas industry's safety culture,
operators, contractors, subcontractors, associations representing these groups, and
federal regulators should collaborate to foster safety throughout all levels of the
industry and confront challenges collectively, says a new report from the National
Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine.
  
The industry also should implement the recommendation of the National Commission
on the BP Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill and Offshore Drilling that called for an
independent organization dedicated to safety and environmental protection, with no
advocacy role.  The Center for Offshore Safety, created by the American Petroleum
Institute (API) immediately after the 2010 Deepwater Horizon blowout and oil spill,
could be made independent of API to serve this purpose, with membership in the
center as a requirement for all organizations working in the offshore oil and gas
industry.
  
Because of differing safety perspectives and economic interests, offshore oil and gas
companies do not all belong to a single industry association that speaks with one voice
regarding safety, the report says.  Several challenges exist in setting and implementing
consistent goals for safety practices and culture, including the varied commitment
among organization leaders to having a strong safety culture, variation in the types of
organizations that may work on a single drilling site, heterogeneity of practices such as
supervision and training, and diversity of employees' safety attitudes and educational
backgrounds. 
  
The industry as a whole should create additional guidance for establishing safety
culture expectations and responsibilities among operators, contractors, and
subcontractors.  Regulators should participate in these efforts and help ensure
consistency.  Once the industry has agreed upon steps to achieve safety and
environmental goals, all organizations involved should be responsible for developing
their own strategies for executing this overall plan.
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The committee recommended that the offshore industry and government regulators
adopt BSEE's definition of safety culture -- the core values and behaviors of all
members of an organization that reflect a commitment to conduct business in a
manner that protects people and the environment. 
  
Operators and contractors should assess their safety cultures regularly using multiple
methods, the report says, because no single approach provides a complete picture. 
When feasible, organizations should seek to acquire internal assessment expertise so
they can manage the process, interpret results, and increase their ownership and
accountability for the results.

We are dedicated to SEMS audits. Make your first call
to a company that will put your SEMS audit first.

Why use Gulf Tech?
  
Gulf Tech was born because of an obvious lack of consistent experience of
SEMS auditors in offshore operations and management systems. Gulf Tech is
100% dedicated to SEMS auditing. It is all that we do! Full dedication results in
an industry leading and cost-effective auditing service for you. Our auditors
are experienced, trained and certified.

Who are we?
 
Gulf Tech's professional and experienced auditing staff have over 150 years of
combined experience in offshore operations, management systems, and
auditing. We are uniquely qualified to provide the best and most cost-effective
SEMS audit of your operations. Our team consists of an experienced and
diverse group of technical professionals with expertise in safety and
environmental management systems, regulatory compliance, offshore
operations, facilities engineering, mechanical integrity, operating procedures,
hazard analysis, training and emergency preparedness. 

Your BSEE SEMS Audit Third Party Provider!
www.gulftechinc.com

Gulf Tech is an Accredited* and Independent third party Safety and

Environmental Management Systems (SEMS) audit service provider. Recent

federal regulatory changes now require U.S. Outer Continental Shelf operators

to use accredited and independent third parties like Gulf Tech to audit their

safety and environmental management systems. The Center for Offshore

Safety (COS) has been recognized by the Bureau of Safety and

Environmental Enforcement (BSEE) as the first and currently only official

accreditation body for audit service providers like Gulf Tech.

Gulf Tech Inc.
Tel:  713-370-7590

6221 Chapel Hill Blvd., Suite 300, Plano, TX  75093
www.gulftechinc.com

*Provisional Accreditation
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